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RBACKGROUND ON THY BOVIET SYSTEN IN ACTION

e June purge is aa excellent illustration of how the Soviet

systes oparates,

The purge shows, first of all, the predomisnnce of the Communist
party of the Soviet Dauien (CPBU), “the directing force of the
UB8sR,.”

A.

B.

Ce

It was & prrty affair. The "aati-party group” was discoversd,

and its members wers condemned and espelled from their party
posts by the Central Cowmittes of the CPSE,

Following their veasure by the top party body they were
relieved of their government posts by the Supreme Soviet's
Presidiom, which is the top governmsat authority between
sessions of the Suprese Bovist,

i, ss seens increasingly likeiy frsu: the mouating
propagands charges sgainst them, they ars to be tried for
crises agaiast the state, they will be formally sxpelled
from the party and turned over to the cowris for trisli., If
they should be tried, 1t will be to Ehrushchev*s advantage
to see that sll the forms of "socizlist legality” are
cliosely eohmerved,

The purge also shows the iaterasl workiags of the Hoviet

Communist Party.

A,

The "sati-party growp™ commitied gross viclations ?! paxrty
discipliine. They dimrvagarded the bnpj-cp!wwh of ﬁmﬁ
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Party discipiise and subordination of the winority to the
asjority.” They failed to obwerwve three hasic daties of
every party mssmber :

“1, To guard the unity of the party iz every way, as the
prime condition of the party’'s streagth and might,

"2, To observe party and state discipline, obligatory for
all party members slike., 7There can be no two disciplioes
in the party, ene Tor the lessders snd snother for the
rank sund file. The pariy has oanly one disciplise,
cone law for ail Communists, irrespective of thelir
servioces and the offices they held, Vielation of party
and state diseipline i a great svil, harming the party
and hence incompatible with ssubsrship.

73, To be truthful and honest befors the party ssd uever
permit concealwsat or distertica of truth, Ustruthfal-
pess of a Communist toward the party snd deceptien of
the party are grave aniddesds incompatible with party
ueubership.™

Even mors serious, the "sati-party group” organized an

opposition faction within the party Presidium and tried to

oust Khrushchey as the lsader of the party.

i. Factionalisp--orgeniziag & sinerity opposition agaisst
the msjority--in s esrdinal sain for asy Bolshevik and
has boen siance lenia forwed the Bolshevik party in 1903,
This was the chief charge Etalin used against the
various "deviaticns" im the perty ia the 1530's,

-
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That this erius was the basis for the csse Ageiost the
group is shows by the resurrection durisg the proceedings
of ieanis's condemnation of fsctionmlism at the 10th
sarty Ceagress is 1921, This was 3lse wesd by Ehrushchev
and kis supporters to "pack the house,” ® use Leain's
1931 precedeat on cases of fsctionplism to call for = vote
act ealy by full wewbers (133 elected at the 30tk
Congress im 1938} But also by the candidats members

{122 since 1583) and the wewbers of the auditing
counission (63 siace 1836), Bimte Lhrushchev bad had

e hand in nsmisg sll wewbers of the Central Committes,
particulsrly the candiSates and suditing commimsion
members, it wae to his advantage to have over 300 vote
instead of about 135 (Some ssbassadors sbrosd, ste.,
were not sble to participats).

The big gquestion iz why did the culprits thiak they sould
swacesd with a coup?

1.

They must have felt that haviag pushed & vots threagh

the "ecollective lesdership”--the Presidium of the

Central Committas--they could wia rudder stsmp sceepiance
of this weasure ia the Centrsl Commities itesdf if it were
confrouted with s fait accompli, They misealculated,
however. They were uamsble to prevent refsreuce of the
decision tc the Ceatral Commitise shere Krushchev had
built up his positien Shrough his coatrel of the
Secratarist,

Approved For Release 2002/01/30.: :RDP79R00890A000800090033-4




Pe

2.

1.

2.

~

Approved For Release 2002/01/30 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000800090033-4

The spparstus of the Becretariat holds the key to

appointments to all top party sud gowrnment positions.

{enbership on ihe Central Committee is largely determined

by the pesition & man holds——s sinister, & republic or

regionxl party secretary, a comssnder of & mikitary
district, ste,--rather than by kis personal gualificationm
aiome.) This power of sppointment to positions which
sean sx officic meubership on the Ceatral Connitton was

Stalin's ehief iastrument for gaining couplets contrel,

aud Khrushchey Bad been First Secretsry since Septesuder

1953, Ouee he suscesded & throwing a vots to the

Contral Committes he was sure to have an sdvantage over

thosie in the Presidiwm who had mo control cver the

Central Committes Secretaristy apparsmius.

doss 3 man become & menber of the Presidiuw?

The Congrews of the CPSU, which sccording to the Btatutes

nsests every four yYears, siscts a Contral Commities com-

posed of fwil ssubers, eandidate seubers, and auditing
commission,

a. The Congress itwelf is compowed of delegatves slectad
indireotly from primary ovganizations through
district and regionsl copferences through republic
congrenses to the All-Gnice Congress (At the 30th
cougress thers wers 1,358 voting delegates).

When the lengthy reperis and speeches sre over the

delegatan ars preseated with and vote on liwts of candi-

dntes for the Central Committss, prepared by the tep
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3. ¥her the congress sdjourns the newly elected Csutral
Committes holds its first plenary mseting, and thse full
sonbers foraally slect the Presidiun and Sscretarist
{contrel over persoanel appointmesis sud heace of the
composition of the Centrsl Commitise ensures perpetusntion
of the ruiing group). The Presidimm (formerly the
Polithurc), compesed of the top leaders of the party, is
the executive organ of the Centrsl Cowmittee and therefore
the chief poiicy Ivrmulatiag beody for the USEF and, since
the death of Btalin naud liguidation of Beria, has been tie
"esllsctive laadership” composed of Stalin's chief beirs,
The Sscratariat is the sduinistrative apparstus of the
Caatrsl Committes nad i hesded By a First Sscretury and
#ix sscretaries. All seves are now full or cendidate
wembers of the Presidium. by virtue of hesdiang this
apparatus the First Secretary is the most powerful wsn
in the Presidius sad tharefore in the Party~-and in the -
country a8 a whole,

tn the other hand by tumming to the full Ceatral Committes

Earushchey has smployed s procedure which may be a prscedeant

for limitiag his owa or 3 successor's power iz the future,

e hos taken at least a iimited step in adding a democratic

sievent to Boviet "demecratic ceatralisw.*
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